
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

No. 10 - 2019 

PAST PUPIL-ANTHONY DE ABREU 
 
After graduating top of his class in 2014, where he also achieved the 
top Mathematics and Physical Science mark in the country for IEB 
schools, Anthony de Abreu decided to move to Cape Town, where 
he would pursue an Actuarial Science degree at the University of 
Cape Town.  By the end of 2018, Anthony was awarded a Bachelor 
of Business Science degree specialising in Actuarial Science where 
he again graduated top of his class. Currently, Anthony is working at 
Discovery Limited in Sandton as an Actuarial Analyst. Some of 
Anthony's accolades while studying include being awarded a total of 
9 class medals for coming first in various courses. In particular, he 
achieved 100 per cent for two courses which relate to Actuarial 
Science board exams. These two courses were Financial 
Mathematics and Statistical Inference and Theory. In addition to this, 
he became the Dux pupil of his residence in 2016 when he managed 
to get a GPA of 95 per cent whilst in his second year. While at 
university, Anthony also served as the Treasurer of the University of 
Cape Town's Golden Key Society. As a result of this position, he was 
awarded a grant to attend an International Golden Key Conference 
in 2018 which was hosted in Melbourne. Well done Anthony, we are 
very proud of you! 

 



  

MR DEENA NAIDOO’S FAREWELL TO SHANE GAFFNEY (19 March 2019)  
 
After listening to Shane’s talk at assembly on Monday where he reflected on his time at the school and the memories 
he has of the last three years, I began to think of my earliest memories following his appointment.  The first memory I 
have is of this guy from Hilton College, emailing all of us requesting a personal profile. My first thought was A PROFILE 
– is this guy for real? I am not an English teacher and besides who has time to compile a profile. He must think we 
have nothing to do in Welkom. Somewhat grudgingly I did my profile. After meeting one on one with him, I then realised 
that he wanted to be ahead of his game in getting to know me as a person as well as a staff member. I am sure that 
many of you will agree with me as well. 
 
That was three years ago. In the time that has passed we have all got to know Shane a lot better.  From his love of 
epic speeches to his fear of spiders, from his incredibly sweet tooth and the chronic desire to pick up litter, to his 
constant need to make Bruce Fordyce & Ronel Naude look like amateurs during every Park run.  Having worked quite 
closely with Shane in the last three years, I wanted to share with you some of the things that I have observed about 
him and a few of the lessons he has taught me.  I know that to some, management tends to be viewed as those extra-
terrestrial beings who took over the Starship Enterprise and have no idea which button to press to guide the mothership 
back to earth.  Maybe I could also dispel this and other such urban legends.  Although being the headmaster, Shane 
is really an introvert and is never keen on the limelight.  Whilst he occupies the “oval” office he really prefers to work 
behind the scenes.  People sometimes think he is being unfriendly, but what you may not know is that social gatherings 
like these make him extremely tense.  He often reminds me of James Bond (or Tom Cruise as Merle would prefer), 
busy working behind the scenes to detonate the bomb while all in the white house wait for the red phone to ring!  Tom, 
I mean Shane, I apologise in advance if some of these highlights make you uncomfortable.  Shane will never tell you 
of the important people he has worked with or the impact he has had, especially through his cricket coaching.  Did you 
know that in his time at other schools, he has coached many pupils who have gone on to play for the Proteas?  What 
he will also not tell you is that many of these players still keep in touch with him and he is still keen to follow their 
progress.  Not so long ago, I heard about how, whilst in Johannesburg, he took to time to take Lungi Ngidi’s parents 
out for dinner.  Sadly, Mr Ngidi passed away only a few short months later.  Shane, I am sure that you are happy that 
you got the opportunity to share a meal and talk about how proud Lungi has made his parents. 
 

Continued under ‘General’ … 



 

  

…continued from ‘Headmaster’s Desk’ 

 

I have learnt that Shane is an extremely resilient human being as he always dealt with any crisis at hand as any consummate 
professional would do. So, Shane, through all of these experiences, thank you for teaching me, as well as others, how to be tough 
under pressure, to never give up and to soldier on.  Another thing that I have observed about Shane is that he treats others with 
respect regardless of the position they hold.  In other words, you will see him talking to a parent, ground staff, the security guard or a 
child in the primary school with same amount of attention and regard that he would have for the chairman of the Board!  Always polite 
and always willing to do whatever he can to help 
 
I have also learnt that Shane is a person who has an incredible work-ethic and an almost unhealthy need to perfect every task he 
begins.  I know many of us would often sit through his speeches checking the time or taking bets on which one would last the longest, 
but did you ever stop to think about how much time he actually spent preparing those speeches?  If you listened carefully to the 
content, you would realise that he took lots of time to carefully research his topic, not just presenting some random facts or his personal 
opinion to his audience.  At work he led by example, he would never palm off his responsibilities on anyone.  Whenever there was a 
challenging matter to deal with he would always engage with his deputies and ask our opinion before taking a decision.  If there is 
something he doesn’t know, he is never ashamed to admit his lack of knowledge and never too proud to ask for help.   
 
Pupils who thought the SGM would be a free period were sorely disappointed, as he would even attend his master class diligently.  
Pupils were often entertained by his out of the box approach and the way he allowed them to be free to discuss important issues.  Lao 
Tzu said that “A leader is best when people barely know he exists, when his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will say:  we did it 
ourselves.”  When we look around our school we can see the projects which Shane has had a hand in seeing to fruition.  The Media 
Centre, the upgrade to the offices, Connie’s castle or more commonly referred to as the Sotho class, and the recent Astroturf.  We 
might say in the future that we did it ourselves, but I hope you will remember that these are also some of the good things, the highlights 
and the progress that we all made through Shane’s leadership.  The only thing that I think hasn’t changed in the three years is that I 
am still the most handsome Indian teacher on staff!  So colleagues, these are just some of the things I chose to highlight about my 
time working with Shane.  I am sure each of you have your own story to tell as well which I hope you will find time to share with him 
before he leaves us. 
 
To Shane I say a humble thank you for all that you have so graciously and unassumingly taught me in our time together.  I will miss 
your guidance and wisdom in the days to come.  You have no doubt, left me with big shoes to fill and I hope to carry these lessons 
with me as I hold the fort (or rather the starship enterprise) going forward.  They say that behind every great man is a woman telling 
him he is wrong.  To Karen we say thank you for the many hours of family time that you gave up so that Shane could serve the school.  
For the countless minutes you spent in his office waiting for him to finish his last email or report.  (Could have been close to his million 
minutes I’m sure).  Thank you for supporting him during the dark times.  We know that you have been the supportive wife and friend 
he needed.  We thank you as well for the sterling contribution you have made in the primary school.  We will miss your bubbly and 
infectious spirit, always ready as well to take on any challenge and never afraid to get your hands dirty.  I am sure the children will 
Miss Mrs G’s lively spirit in the days to come. You and Shane make an incredible team and we know that our loss is New Zealand’s 
gain.  So on behalf of the Board, management, staff, both academic and support, as well as my family, we wish you both well on this 
new chapter in your lives.  We pray that God will guide you in the days to come. We ask him to bless you in your new roles at Scotts 
College, to surround you with helpful friends and colleagues as you continue to serve him through your work.  We hope that you even 
though New Zealand will be your new home, you will never forget that you are South African born and bred, that the Proteas will 
always be your team and whenever you visit or return, know that you will have friends  waiting to welcome you and hear all about 
your adventures. 
 
In conclusion… I leave you with these few words from Elton John from the movie soundtrack “The Road to El Dorado"  “Friends never 
say goodbye…never say goodbye.”  So, it’s not goodbye, rather, go well and God Bless till we meet again. 
 

 



        

 

BIATHLON 
 
Marco Salvado from the High School and Miguel Figueira, Alessio 
Salvado and Charlie Briel from the Primary School participated in the 
South African Biathlon Championships on 29 March in Port Elizabeth.  
Well done to you all and congratulations to Charlie who obtained a 
5th place in the Boys U/13 section. 

 

GRADE 5 HIKE 
 
The Grade 5 Hike to ‘Wag-‘n-Bietjie 
Hiking Trail’ near Wolmaransstad was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  They left on 
Friday, 25 April and returned on 
Saturday, 26 April and ate delicious 
Spur burgers in Bothaville on their way 
back. 

 

 
 
SWIMMING 
 
The following St Dominic’s Pupils qualified and swam for Welkom Aquatics during 
last week’s SA Regional Level 2 Gala in Sasolburg: 
 
Declan Mansill 
Ashleigh Davies 
Edrich Cronje       1 x Gold Medal 4 x 50m Freestyle Relay 
                              1 x Silver Medal 50m Breaststroke 
                              1 x Bronze Medal 200m Backstroke 
                               Qualified for finals in:  100m   Freestyle; 50m  

Backstroke; 100m Backstroke; 50m Butterfly; 100m 
Breaststroke 

Tayla Lombard    1 x Bronze Medal 4 x 50m Medley Relay 
Qualified for finals in:  100m Breaststroke; 200m 
Breaststroke                          

Zeno Smith           1 x Bronze Medal 4 x 50m Medley Relay 
                              50m Breaststroke (Qualified for Finals) 
Jarrett Van Den Berg        1 x Gold Medal 4 x 50m Freestyle Relay 

Qualified for finals in:  50m Breaststroke; 100m 
Freestyle; 50m Freestyle  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S EVENTS  

PLEASE NOTE:  CHANGE TO TERM 2 CALENDAR 
 
Due to the late notification from the government 
department relating to the elections day being declared 
a public holiday, we have had to make an adjustment 
to the start of term arrangements.  Therefore, school 
will commence on Monday, 6 May instead of Tuesday, 
7 May as originally communicated.  This will ensure that 
we do not lose an academic day.  Boarder pick-up will 
now be on Sunday, 5 May. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWIMMING 
 
Welkom Super Seals Results SA Level 3 Championships, which took place on 
30 March: 
 
Tristan Davies (13) 
Gold 200m  Freestyle      
Bronze 50m  Backstroke    
Gold 100m  Freestyle      
Silver 100m  Backstroke     
Gold 200m  Individual Medley    
Gold 50m  Freestyle      
Gold 200m  Backstroke      
 

 

Cayley Karpakis (12) 
6th  200m  Breaststroke    
4th  4x50m  Medley Relay    
5th  4x100m Freestyle Relay   

HOCKEY INTER-CBC 
 
The Boy’s 1st Team and Girl’s 
1st Team Hockey sides 
participated in the Inter-CBC 
Hockey Tournament which was 
held in Boksburg from 7-9 
March.  Congratulations to both 
teams for winning the 
tournament! 

HIGH 

SCHOOL 

MUSICAL 

CAST AND 

CREW 

SWIMMING 
 
Congratulations to the following pupils for their 
achievements at a SA Level 2 Gala on 3-5 April: 
  

• Zeno Smith received a Bronze medal 
and a final ribbon as she qualified for 
finals.  

• Tayla Lombard achieved a Bronze 
medal and qualified for finals in 100m 
breaststroke and 200m breaststroke.  

• Kayleigh Mc Ardle achieved 2 silver 
medals for 200m medley relay and 
400m freestyle relay and 1 gold for 
200m freestyle relay. Kayleigh received 
5 ribbons for being placed in the top 10. 

 



 

 

GOLD AND SILVER BARS 
 

GRADE 8 GOLD BARS – OVER 80% 

• Tristan Visser 

• Mandile Moletsane 

• Tana-Paige Gemmell 

• Louis Claassens 

• Victor Cebekhulu 

• Regan Mansill 

• Mathomo Dithebe 
 
GRADE 9 GOLD BARS – OVER 80% 

• Megan Naidoo 

• Lethabo Mazui 

• Faith Everton 

• Enzo Röhrs 

• Fathima Omar 

• Giovanni del Percio 

• Chiara Lezzi 

• Marco Kamenos 
 
GRADE 10 GOLD BARS – OVER 80% 

• Tayla Lombard 

• Nathan Greyling 

• Neo Ntshangase 

• Franchesa May 

• Basetsana Matsela 

• Kora Teachout 
 
GRADE 11 GOLD BARS – OVER 80% 

• Keanu de Freitas 

• Rethabile Mphatsoe 

• Constance Maseloa 

• Anwyn Mollentze 

• Zoë Röhrs 

• Alexandro Papa 

• Jordan Tavares 

• Abdool Vahed 
 
GRADE 12 GOLD BARS – OVER 80% 

• Nicole Vogtmannsberger 

• Adam Mamoojee 

• Patrick Mbongo 

• Danielle Kleynhans 

• Aadila Omar 
 

 

GRADE 8 SILVER BARS - 70-79% 

• Thapelo Tsoaela  

• Sienna de Sousa Main 

• Kananelo Teleki 

• Nathan Hoare 

• Keenan Dallas 

• Rorisang Leboela 

• Sechaba Hlohlongwane 

• Ali Al Garra 

• Thandi Botha 

• Hiya Bhagwandeen 

• Diveshan Pillay 

• Nicolas van der Walt 

• Rahul Maharaj 

• Kaleb Teachout 

• Tshoetso Molobi 

• Neo Moroana 

• Degan Louw 

• Joshua Watson 

• Alliance Gonock 
 
GRADE 9 SILVER BARS - 70-79% 

• Tiané van Antwerpen 

• Veruschka Lonergan 

• John Bell 

• Clarice Rothman 

• Naleli Mofubelu 

• Itumeleng Nkofo 

• Lungile Mkhwanazi 

• Onkabetse Moalusi 

• Neo Tsikeli 

• Lisebo Mokhafola 

• Neo Lekulo 

• Kyara de Sousa 
 
GRADE 10 SILVER BARS - 70-79% 

• Ruben Prinsloo 

• Zeno Smith 

• Paballo Mokhobo 

• Mpho Phafoli 

• Mercia Willemse 

• Lillian van Eeden 

• Motsieloa Chobokoane 
 
GRADE 11 SILVER BARS - 70-79% 

• Raihik Maharaj 

• Shamiso Zinatsa 

• Emile van der Walt 

• Matshidiso Finger 

• Mitchell Goncalves 

• Rearabetswe Komoreng 

• Peo Moapare 

• Bokang Mphore 

• Monique Visagie 

• Tswelopele Mopalami 

• Jarrett van den Berg 
 
GRADE 12 SILVER BARS - 70-79% 

• Nicholas Joannou 

• Tilo Mokgoka 

• Lisebo Mokela 

• Hannah Fry 

• Caitlyn Leppan 

• Tarryn Leppan 

• Elmar van Eeden 

• Lebogang Mazui 

• Mohamed Bawa 
 

 


